" HIS RIORNESS MAFWARAJA PRATAPSTFE CAEBEWAR,

There was great rejcleling when Hls Highness the »i’
¥Yahara ia Gaskwar of BParode wag born on June £9th 1908,
in the modest Yotipag Dungelow in the grounds of the
1axmi Vilas ralace.

The official records show that a4 salube of 21 guns

was lmmediately flred from the 3tate dettery and a

s Gagebte Extreordimary lssued %o announce the birth of
& grandson, and ultima te succes=or, %o Maharaja sir
Sayajirac. The latbter who was then staylng with His
Excellency the “overnor of RPombay in Foond, was over-
joyed to know that the €lreect successlon bto the great
Gaekwar herilage was assured, for he knew bthen that
the health of the helr-apparent, the ‘Il:‘l'!;ﬁlJ fateslinh
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grea i proczise.

Rejolelng and holidaye were general and among the
cerenonled, 1t 1o pobed that sugar waa Mnrl;f(uhﬁ
throughout the city from the baecks of elsphAnts. The
British Resident of the fay was & Derefliclary in this
respect, forthes Prive ¥!nister, ¥han Bahadur Kersaspjl

g Rusbtamji Iadachanjl, 2cocnpanied by the yahare ja's
brother, strimant 4pand Rao, drove in full Progession
%0 the Residency t0 anmounce th® bidth of the 1litile
prince and &0 -prnnnu the Resident with sugar.

Directly hls ¢offical atay with the Sovernor of
Bombay ended, ¥aheraja gayajd Rao hagtened back to hls
capitdl o see hls grendson and a contemporary scribe,
a palace offieial who w82 present at the Lime, records
that "His Highness was &1l raptures® when he saw the
badby. He ordered & speclal commemoratlon Durbar to de
held in the Talage, gave varlous entertaimments and
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lavishly distribubted sweets to children and food and
celothing to the poor.

In aceordance with oustom, the naming ceremony of
the D90 royal grandson ook place on the thirbtsenth day.
His father wished the bady to be called Victor. The
¥ahAra ja Agreed and chose the sanserit connotation
“Pratap* which more nearly means *"valour', adding Lo
1t suffix *sich® meaning *1ion*, from his father's
name. The present ruler of Bmaroda bthus hectme Pratapsinh,.

411 too am‘;!n, the rejoleings pave place to deg/
"gorrow, In his youth, the Yuvara! Patesirh meo had
suffered from @8 nervous complaint hut under expert medical
breatment, this wes thought to have Alsappesred for ever,

Tohappily, only & few brisf weeks after the bDifth of his

and defled the sfforts fof all the speclaliste. o, .,
oame adout that ¥the 1lt%le prinece was never L0 know hls
father, whose life, with 1ts promise of every happlness
and success, was cubt short at the early age of twenty-six.

The Yuvaredni fadmava’ipal sahed had never enjoyed
robust health, and there is no Aoubt that this severe
Plow affected her dellcate constitution. ghe devoted
herself dnitextmxsansktintten to the Dadby and to his two
elder sisters but as the years passed, it Pecame evidens
that her life also was to Pe ghort. She was striken by
& mortal complaint from the sufferings of which death
cime &8 2 welcome rellef in 1919.

In his e2rly boyhood, the Yuvaraj Fratapsinoh Fao,
was thus deprived of bhoth parents., The late Haharaja
Sahed had to replace them both and to shoulder all
responsiblélity for hisa ﬂlnl;un': upbringing. This
hedvy responsibility he assumed with serious determim-
tion and his private letter and dlarles disclose how much
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loving care &and though® he glve t0 Lhe preparation of
his eventual successor to & great heritage, This
i-turmlmilnn ls the mors .o be commended in that the
Yahare j&a himself suffered from Iﬁri‘limrrn's heal th in
those vital years and had to tackle lmportant problems
which constantly dlsturbeé suech peace of mind &s any
ruler e2n hope o achleve,

Vi ¥aharaja sayajl Rao persomally supervised every
detall of the young }.‘rrlﬂul'! education and upbringing .
It 1s gulte cledy from his letter that he had no ilnten-
tion of leaving anything to chanee Adviee he would
invite and conslder carefully, but the declslon and’
ultirate responsibllity was to be his alene.

| Lhie zetlculéus edre 18 understandable, for the
| Majharajata own elucationy, whien pie

"¥T T-memce until
after his adoption into the sugcesslon &t the ags o.
thirbeen, Iﬂl g0 concentrated that he miseed mobt only
mogh youthful pleasures bt many orf what he regardsd as
the esgéntials of & broad education. Im additlion,
experlence ﬁlﬂ proved that the purely Western educa tiion
glven to Indian Prineces 414 not llﬂf!l prove satlsfactory
and might indesd have unfdesirable resulbs in aone

respeata,.

TIE 1.11:: grendre ther TR resolved thet vhat he considered
* &5 dbe mistakeé In the educt tion he had recelved should
not be repeated in the sase of his gfandson, The flrst
esrential was that he should live &g nedrly & normal
boy's 1ife ag his poslition permitted., ®eeondly, he must
learn to 1ive & dlseiplined 1ife in whole-some surround-
ings, Thirdly, he nust have & sound all-rounéd educatlion

on a lyitnltlu bagis dut without eramming L the Vestern
element must e balanced and incldentfal in the +h ole

scheme. Fourthly, the prince musi ledrm the virtue eof
hard work and the value of infepsndent thinking.
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It will 1-"’ sesn that the educatlonal aim was very
high, and deliberately so. Tue ¥aharaja wrole feellingly
in 1227 *Times &rs changing and Pringes c2annot be allowed
bo lag behind thelr sducated countrymen. 1 personally
think the Princes ought to be botler educated than ordlmary
man, If they are o hold thelr proper posltlon.”

The letbers which Tis fiighnese vwrote on thls subjeat
ars full ¢f Interest and the records show ihat bthe
Yuovaraj Pratapaiph Fao regponled 2dmirehly to a czreful
plen of urbinglne, “ndowad ‘h, mAmture vith a aiurdy thysigme
ant sxeallent enlth, he algo ﬁhv:qnﬂ at an early age that
Ma had an #2lert and recepilve alnd, and an ladspendence
of 'th-::-ughtr and judgment which augured well. <11 open air
pursuits cére refllly bo hiz and his sbkutles worc Dursued

with inbel)!lganan 2n4 appllcatlon, but without booklghness
Tkls responze pleazed Wis Filghnesas who remarked Lthat he

had ag 1iL51le nse Tor a flannslled Tool ag for a2 DOOKWOrm.

MR buMlly, milsra 414 n0% g2 amathly all the time,
Yomeatinss the Sutors and gmrdlans were at nrw:-mfpunu
Amonug thaxzselves, 9 #roazly Interrretsd vig "igness®
wighes. anu; or twlee “hers wers lottlguas n‘iiuh Hls
Highness would aol tolerate for one moment, and he acked
with promptlitude and firmness. Bub on the whole the plan
weni steddlly and successfully forwvard.

e prinea's sarly esducation was supervised dy
garefully selectef? Indlan and :'nﬂ ish tutors and he recely-
‘o4 L% with Yoys of his age selected from the sons of esdrda;
andd off"ilcere of the 3tA%e. When the Preparatory schocl
gtage vas over, ha wvag szent for a4 time Lo the M Jkumrs'
College ab Bajkob, Dub ¥ig Tighness soon cams %o & declslo
that 1t would Ba batter for him Lo taks hie plage &g an

ordlmary school by At the Barcda Hlgh Schocl mixing with
thoge whom he waas destlned Lo ruls. Bub unllke the ordime

school bob; he had ko work in hls sjare time wlth coaches
in :;-hahl subjects.
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Wieg studles &t the Baroda High felool Wele Laterrupt-
ed by & stay of about elghteen months in ®nzland, when as
the present ¥ahareja hlmself says, he derlved great Deneflh
from followlng the norml enrrigulum 3t & well-known pre-

para tory school in saatbourne.

™hen the prlee had suceesdully wetrienlabed, he
gonplated hig pArely acedenic eduesblon with one year in
the Barods @ollege and the Other & the Deceadn College,
Toonk, Ln preference Lo & slmller perica ab Rugby for whlch
he ves originmlly enbered. FYiINAHEX Fimally, to round off
big education (8nd %his did web baypen untll 1931 when he
bhad secured & good groeunding in the State 2dminlstrationd,
hisz grendfather sent him on the ¢ld-fashioned ®Grand
four' of Europe and for & good holiday in Epgland. It ls

worlhy o uove that never during this timey weas L& permitted
for the Priice's BINA %o Deeome oBme>ow- ~ttx ng thought

of tué powermand responsibility that must evenivally p=..
to him. 4Almo, be wanm -Dever 21lowed more movar or more
garvants than &4 pormal doy of arletnembtle standine. WHe
bad o iearn to do things for himself and in fagt unler-
took one leong forelzn tour without elther A walaeb er
attendant, pAcking his own things and meking hils owa trivel

ErrEngoarmeanha,

dollege-days over, there Arose tnae Droblem whether
he ghould Progesd to Nxford or Ciwbridge, llke his father
And unclas, or $oan Tedian Jalversity, or whether the
State adrinietration Jtgelf 444 not provide & betler
training grouna Wie Tighknepe ponlerec long over thip amd
evontially feclifs® that the glite Administration offered
advantagee which eoul® rot be seoured elcewhere, MHls
latters chow bthat the ¥abaru ja decided thies on the merits
but influenced &leo by the fecllng Vhat ne mua growing old
snd that bédsx helr and svcesseor should gradually relleve
him of soms of the Durdens of an uﬁmﬂﬂytiuu relgn.
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Thiz declelon bker, whers sgh@ild the Yuveraj, now
of Aga, atar: hilg stvAlpg? inls tlme Hie Highneos 4ld =
not hesltats for long, The start mustk Ha 2. de o he
root of the Iadder acd ir the Revearue fepartment whieh,
In @ predonistnily &griculbural Jtabe like Baroda, i
the backbone of the adminigtration And provides close
contaet with people in every walk of 1ife., 4s experlence
grow the Tevara] rllled appointaenis of lonereaglug lmpor-
Mnces. He weg ulviasl and zullef By otpidle alminisgtra-
tors like Sir V.T.Krisbosma Chari, Jel, K.ghivra] Singh,
¥re ReDMane Talll, ¥re Jastles Paliar, Che late FAO
Rahadur Hamlcl Pest il and others, bal wels Hls ovn declislons
&od 2grepted full rerPoisibllliy for thems And throughe-
out he reaeived ppeclal eoéighing Llnu bthe selgnoes which
W R s s e Atelistrat lon and rﬂilrahlp.

Thja traininege dconpleal slever yoar: Lut Sh an

abire, the Tuvarej sahed wig Blrealy pulilng hls full
wolaht 1o (me afnloiptilon, Forthe laagl soven years
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he worked as ¥aruwd fachiv, 2nivilgterizl posl walch na'."l:'l.es
wish 1t Desh nembersnlp of the BExecutive Sounpgll and the
cperoup regponalblilisy of puttliug 1tz deslislons lnso effeeb.
T™us he was endbleld Bs agaulye 31 Intlem'h. Tnowlafge 20X
the manner in whigh othear II’-ILIEI departments funetloned.
Alao he weg called upon e play & jaei. i ]J:-ihllﬂ‘ ilfe, .
o devutles for hig gréend™ fusr 26 Laversant fanetlons

and to make spesches which dezand bhoughtful prepardblon.

¥ot tha lespt valuakrls of ols varied axverlonces maw
were the many ocetsions when he vex ragualred towork ds
Secretary to hils granafather, for bhs mes 3dla btz &g ulre
an ipeight inke prectical ralerablp an® krmowlefge of the
wite fle1é of internetidmal arfalrs in whien hls grands=
father playef & leaAingy part, Tt wis in this cagaclily
that the Yuveraj attended sueh hlstorle events asz the
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Rourd Tabdle Oornferenca, Sho Tmperiel gonfersnce and the
Poromtion. Though he hag nolt been &dle to btrevel sg
extenslvely 2s he cocléd nAve wished, bthe Yuvaraj has scught
peportunitise So vinit all paris of Tndian, wihile on his
1ast forsigp doar, he travelled extensively In Europe and
than retornod by wiy of the UniLed g%%es, Japan, China
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aush Is the putline of e Sralning of the man, who
at the age of thrity-one bas been ctlled upon Lec shoualder
bhose reapousitilicfes snulca hig iilachbricous grandfa ther
bors so ably for slady-%hree yoira. The old Mohamaja yag
wont o emThagise that In every Sctlvily in life, the fx
founda blons are sverything. ADd L4 wag sclpee to hia
Alvaya 1o 110 2logloe Feexe rp ~—eriea whyb in *he odme
of his successor the doundations :l.'_l happy 800 o~ S ik

1ife ha¢ been well anéd broly lald.

Ib Ls dus % Walis Toresizhl &nd care Lhab the new
yararaja gabeb's L1fg and charackbar Ere aC wall-b langel
=1 femily 11fe, for emmple, ls vory Itl‘!l;:": Ten yelrs
apu be pArvieu ghrims b shonbadevl (A je of Gue vwell=kKmowh
chorpsde femlly of Toluhdpur. This union has been Dlassed
with four &2ughbars and Swo soms, of whoa bths aldeab
Fa behsins 566, OV Tteocmes %he Yuvaraj. Her Lighness 18
wvory wall educalad and thoge privilégad %o meel Yer bear

wltnees 50 her charming personallity,

His Highnass Yahaya ja Frabtapelrh ™o, decplite his
growing responsibiiltlsa Lnm offiea in reooni years has
alwvays Iralstad apon < proporiion of rsla ration &and
syoreise. Slnce hls early éays, Lo hag besn a devclee
of persomal jhysical fituness, and even 1f woik 4nd trelin-
ing must be placed Ffiret, chere &lvays b&d Lo De Proper

exercise, ‘though perhaps ilmlted by duly le an early




vefre

morning nillﬂp or badminton by aritifiecial light. 4All
paat ines come 223idy to hilm dul thors are few relaxa-
tions he prefars bo shoontling 2nf roughing it in outlying
foresi £Tehu. '

He iz & floa horgeran and &2 kKean poles player and
&b &6 oove Ooon Gime nhe gave promise of smulating h_l; L1 1.3
father'a Trowesa Al oricket, Tul whille he reanains a
8 trong suprorter of tiie game, he longer takeq it asarlodsly
&g a perfomer. Tannls Inctoad hig Decome ¥is Flehness'
chiaf meine of vigomug 411y everelss ard Ty 4Alnt of
constant pManctiae and gkllla? enaciiling, he Tte aghlavel
& plice among the ledding dowbles players in Indla.
Infdeed, han &;Ih-;t Dean for thie donth af hlx srardfathey

the Mowenw Yomirk 1 weild hAve HAad the hﬂﬂmﬁ;‘ o leading
India'g Avis cup teew In Y6 overmeas wenbope, e

yaR T, :

I2 bulld tho new Yeharaje Gaekwar of Bmyefa i sturdy
and atrong, Shrewd, observant and self-rellant, he Als-
likoe sycorhaney anid %2lé=trubhs. The vhele tpubh BN
211 the faebs, put frévkly 1n¢ sleaarly, will have hin
syopaihy @od atiention. Fe hag a metural Alegnity ana
Ut ssumine MADRer, Knows hls own ming an® nakes 16 dp,
but listens carefully to the views of éch othere. And
onee dubles van Le put aside, he is & mogt chesrful come

vanion with A xerry laus,

Oae sees in iis Highness MBhsraja Pratapsinh o
many of the adalra®le quelities which made hiz srandfaluer
#uet & remarkible man, and in early marhood, it is poasible
to dlseern every wyromise thet hle stewardship, Yaken b
& time of unnzwml Alfrieultles, will de simlilarly fAla-
tingulshed Dy dewatatlon and hirh Achlovenent. well
andownped by & E.ﬂﬁu ayunéthatliodl)ly educh bel and eon~
scientiouply trained, there could be no bDatbter succaasor

than the nev Maham ja gaekyer to the 1llugirious irnﬁi-

éessor to whom he owes oo much and in whose footas he is
b“ﬂimﬁ H-.Tﬂﬂi .  TETRE R "' -’. a




