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waes born in 1907 in & Prisian ﬁllag;.
with strong progressive tendencies, Amongst his ancestors sre
fnebaptist preacher, who at the same time vas an enthusiastic
recbin in thie days of the F‘I'engE

showed slumbering literary ou

Prom all them Theun de Vries ipherited a good desl,

from en old peassnt family

an
Ja=

. revolution, and stveral men, who
itles and strong socizl feeling.

After his father had turned frpm peasant to meChant, the parents
of -the euthor moved into town Bncd leter on from Friesland to, the
preperly so called Holland . Nh€re he visited a gvmnasium, Theun de
Vries in his early yvouth begen to draw and to peint, but took soonm

to writing, His first bock, a small collection of Friden folk
was published shen he was yet at school, He rgn away from the

tales,

schioolbanks before heving finished the 6 vear s gymnasium cmrse
and worked as & privaete secretary, end officeclerk, a shop-assi-

stant and s reporter, till he beceme a librarien, In the mean

time

he wrote several small volumes of poetrv, snd begen, barely 20
years old, & romentic ncvel sbout Rembrandt, which was published

in 1931 and provided its suthor with & literary }_}ri?.e and som
fame, The book wgs tranglated into Fnglish in 1938 under the
Son of Rembrandt(Parrap) - In 1937 Theun de Vried turned frcm
brarisnship to journali'sm and moved over to f‘mskrdam, the fav

e

titl e:
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ourl-

te centre of Dutch ert end national culture, There he worked as
2 novelist and & critic., st the ssme time beat on mr-nrmicaip&d

historicsl studies, /mo t his best kpewn novels and shert s

ries are those which d with 'vld Prisian neasant life and «he
@arly sociglist ' upheavels U%!_!?Eﬂt*-mnfr vor <ers and }}"ppr;md ret ty

farmers, = -~ N : §

-

ks & result of his historical interest Theun de Vxies wrote the

biographies of two distinguished Tulch statgsmen: Oldepbarneveldt,

one of the leading cheraclers in the 80-vear s war vf the Tutch

gﬁnple against monsrchel and feudsl Spain, and of Schimmelnepninck,
[

1812 in Holland,

In 1939 Theun de Vries started also a historicsl novel, deali
old Babylonian cnlture and social strug-les, the history of

antaﬁoniat of Bonasparte during the revolutionary years 1795-
lo

ﬁ.wiﬂ:

rebel-king Urukagine of Shumer; this novel vas finished in the year
1942, , when the auathor had left /msterdsm to ,.dive under,, forced
isclation intu'"%:f tﬁe nazi occu ?r.s‘ d'rg had iilm%;d hés Eﬂ.l'iilr'{. In the same
ear Dutch underground forced began slowly and sure o0 orzanize;
eun de Vries :EB soon with theg;’u. During the vears 1943 end 1944

he returned from his hiding=vlace to ‘mslterdam, and took part

in

the resistance against the attempts of the fascist oppressors, to

force the Tutch writers intc a2 German-modelled Kulturkemmer,

At the

same time he wroté seven stories, who dealt with seversl sspects

of the dsily life in his mcugﬂed end misused country, which sto-
gk €s § under the collective name: De Laars

ﬁ'-li:e ackbbot!, Fn the course of the vear 1944 de Vries formed one

of the editofs of the underground gaper Ne Vrije Katheder Z‘Ehp Pree /

Cathedﬁ. rallying the antifes¢ist movement oI intellectu
dents artists, In July 1944 de Vries was arrested by the

ls, stu=-

nazi

police and_ put into prison and soon here after to s concentration=-
camp in Holland, There he was held by the nazis till March 1945,
when he was delivered h{ a daring ruse of the Tutch Underground Me-

sistance, and safely pu
dem,

avay by them in the neighbourhood of /mster.
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The weeks, that went h’_]"
ted Western Hollend,
and composing the two 1

eun de Vries
P ?lli ors of the now le
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£ 1945, the:
the 5th' ¥t o L35 o 8

848 Im Furp
and- personali t:ﬁ-i of a’
}&e:na hathaen the vor]
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before Bri tish and Canadian troops libera=-

nt writing an eccount of his camp life
aﬁseeatariea Dﬁ'ne raays, -

of recovered liberty for his cuuntry.
ﬁa{ha ‘Stage again as un{ of the leading
lised wegkly. T‘e Yrije Tatheder, He has
L. Liberty wears red,. (1846 depictin tha
th ch colony Guodeloupe during

is working now on & 3-volume novel a'bnut.
that give a broad cenvas of the
s t=moving period, as wellies the

qﬂf'Hq_ly--h li'ance and modern socia-
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