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28 703
STUDENTS

4 928 staff (1 184 

academic and 3 744 

professional, 

administrative support 

and service staff).





Chair of OE Global 
conference, Cape 
Town, 2017



Open is based on the philosophical view of “knowledge as a 
collective social product and the desirability of making it a social 

property” (Prasad & Ambedkar cited in Downes, 2007:1)

hoto by f stocks.o g on Unspl sh

https://unsplash.com/photos/FYStJfirHnQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/open?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


“Open Movement”

The Open Movement

Open Source Software

Open Access

Open LicencesOpen Science

Open Society





Open Educational Practice

“the creation, use 
and reuse of open 
educational 
resources (OER) as 
well as open 
pedagogies and 
open sharing of 
teaching practices” 
Cronin, 2017



Open Educational 
Resources (OERs)

• Teaching, learning, and research 
resources that reside in the public 
domain or have been released under an 
intellectual property license that permits 
their free use or repurposing by others 
(Wiley, 2010).



Open 
Education (OE)

Open Education is a movement to make education accessible to 
all (Cape Town Open Education Declaration)

Broad view of education, beyond institutions

Collective term that is used to refer to many practices & 
activities that have both openness & education at their core.









Our original inspiration



OER and sustainabilty

OER is inclusive, because it’s open for all to adapt for diverse needs and have all voices 
reflected.

• OER is resilient, always there when you need it, free to use in classrooms and carry 
with you through any future disruptions.

• OER is iterative, a collective work in progress that admits the latest insights into 
what’s working, and what’s not working, as knowledge is created and applied.

• OER is scalable, enabling hyper-local knowledge and lived experiences to be shared 
and built into a global pool of knowledge.

These qualities – inclusive, resilient, interactive and scalable (IRIS) – have been a 
foundation of MIT OpenCourseWare and will continue to shape what comes next.

Newton & Rajagopal, 2021



Creative Commons 



“OER needs to be fully 
integrated into other 
systems” Tel Amiel (University of 

Brasilia where he coordinates the 
UNESCO Chair in Distance Education)

“Sustainability (of OER) is 
about developing the 
capacity of people” Lis Petrides

(ISKME)

OE global 2021 conference- Open educational leadership

“OER has taken a significant 
place” Zeynep Varoglu, UNESCO 
Programme specialist



Why OE matters?

Need for accessible and FREE resources

Don’t have to re-invent the wheel - better use of time

Need for localised materials, transforming the curriculum

Encourages us to reconsider our teaching and learning approaches

Colleagues & students can become co-creators





Widening structural inequality

The high cost of textbooks is not only detrimental to students 
economically but is also a social justice issue.

In both the US and in other countries (e.g. from Canada and 
New Zealand) have found that “ those most economically 
harmed by the COVID-19 pandemic were populations already 
frequently considered disenfranchised “ (Williams & Worth 
2020)

The authors call for ‘intentional disruption on the part of the 
institution”



Social 
Justice

Open 
Education



Social 
Justice

Open 
Education

Open 
Textbook

Open
Collaborative
Voices

Free
Digital affordances
Localisation



Social justice is a concept that requires the organisation of social 

arrangements that make it possible for everyone to participate equally in 

society.

Fraser (2005) considers social justice as ‘participatory parity’ economically, 

culturally and politically

Unpacking social justice

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Social_Justice_Pride_Flag.png



Economic 
● Material resources
● Maldistribution 

and redistribution

Political
● Political voice
● Mis/ representation 

Mis/framing

Cultural 

● Cultural attributes

● Misrecognition and 

recognition

Participatory parity looks at the what, who and how of social justice

Justice in each dimension can be viewed from an affirmative or 
transformative perspective. (But both might be evident!)

Thanks to Susan Gredley 

Social Justice as Participatory parity (Fraser)



● Funders: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), 
Canada

● Period: July 2018 - January 2022

● Host institution: Centre for Innovation in Learning and 
Teaching, University of Cape Town 

● Context: UCT, South Africa



Fees must fall, Picture by Ian Barbour; Wikimedia, CC BY-NC-SA 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/barbourians/22697273532/in/
photostream/



Project General Objective:

To contribute to improving inclusion in South African 

higher education by addressing equitable access to 

appropriate and relevant learning resources.



Disclaimer

Three-year (2018-2021) research, advocacy and implementation initiative, following in wake of Research on 

Open Educational Resources for Development (ROER4D) and other CILT open education initiatives (since 

2007). 

Open education projects in CILT funded by the Canadian International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC), Andrew W Mellon Foundation, Carnegie Foundation and Shuttleworth Foundation.

The Digital Open Textbooks for Development project

Dr Glenda Cox
Principal Investigator

Bianca Masuku
Researcher

Michelle Willmers
Publishing & 
Implementation Manager







Drivers/motivation Social Justice dimension 
(Fraser, 2005)

Affirmative/ameliorative response

Affordable access

Economic 
(maldistribution of 
resources)

Saving students money

Multilingualism
Cultural 
(misrecognition)

Terminology in Chemistry and 
Statistics translated into local 
languages with the help of students

Curriculum 
transformation

Cultural (misrecognition of 
culture and identities)
&
Political 
(misrepresentation or 
exclusion of voice)

Inclusion of local cases and examples, 
making textbooks relevant

Collaboration with colleagues and students 
(empowering and giving voice)

Pedagogical 
innovation

Political 
(misrepresentation or 
exclusion of voice)

Two examples of changing ‘classroom’ 
practice to deliberately include 
students as content creators



Institutional support

Small to medium-sized grants programmes to facilitate open textbook development and 
publishing.

Recognition of open textbook development efforts for promotion and other forms of 
institutional reward.

Acknowledgement of the time commitment and protracted time cycles involved in open 
textbook production (with concomitant relief from other academic duties).



We need to… be comfortable that the 

future is unknown and each day it arrives faster 
and faster.



If we… want to influence the future 

we need to actively play a role in 
designing it.



Student voices

op nst x 
W  v s t d c  Un v s ty nd spok  th stud nts bout th  p sp ct v s on f  t xtbooks. h ck 
b ck to o o to s noth stud nt’s p sp ct v . # o tud nts o v

https://www.instagram.com/openstax/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/forstudentsforever/


“Open is a gift on offer. Like any gift, it is up to you 
whether you think it is worthwhile to accept it. We 

only ask that you consider” (Biswas-Diener & 
Jhangiani, 2017:6)



A Call to organise open education…..

What are we organising for?What are we organising against?

The current emphasis of market 
value of HE ( via Neoliberalism)
Technological monopolies 
(technology is never neutral)
Perpetuating injustices
Racism
Economic exclusion
Competition for gain

• Equity
• Access
• Intersectionality
• Collaboration
• Community
• Voice
• Generosity
• Care

Making open for all
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This webinar was developed in the framework of the project "Open and inclusive education: WUN and UNESCO training &
research networks" funded by the WUN network.

Este webinar se desarrolló en el marco del proyecto "Educación abierta e inclusiva: WUN and UNESCO training & research
networks" financiado por la red WUN.
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make derivative works under the condition of acknowledging the intellectual authorship of the work in the terms specified by the author.
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Question 1: From your perspective what is the biggest 
barrier to extensive use and creation of Open 
Textbooks?
-Lack of policy ( guidelines)
-Institutional culture
-Reluctance to change practice
-Concerns about quality of materials
-Lack of time and recognition
Question 2: Where do you think marginalised voices 
including students play a role in Open Textbooks?
-Design of materials
-Creation
-Co-creation
-Feedback
-Review of content
Question 3: Please explain how students can take on 
that role? Give an example if you have one.

Requirements for obtaining the certificate of participation


