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Introduction Learning pathology is a challenge that requires the development of skills for the 
identification of abnormal states in the human body, as well as its functional disorders and causes. 
Material and methods This study assesses whether an online approach, that combines digital 
images, online slides and a learning management system, provides a practical and effective teaching 
method for medical students, both inside and outside the classroom. In 2015, an online survey was 
conducted with a sample of (83) students of the Pathology class, in order to assess student 
satisfaction with a Virtual Pathology Lab. A 1 to 5 Likert scale was used, where 1 meant total 
disagreement, and 5 for total agreement. The selected method is quantitative to provide a 
descriptive analysis of student perceptions. Results A mean score of 4.78 was obtained, indicating a 
clear acceptance of the Virtual Pathology Lab, based on the quality of the cases and images available. 
As regards students’ beliefs that learning with clinical cases, digital images, and digitalised slides has 
been useful for their medical practical training, a mean score of 4.48 media was achieved. 
Conclusions The responses by students indicate considerable advantages, including that all students 
have easy access to images and course information. It favours self-directed, as well as collaborative 
learning. However, there are still few limitations inherent to the format, such as less direct 
interaction with the teacher. © 2016 Elsevier España, S.L.U. 
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