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was used to ploneer the commerclal alr route from the United States to
Hawall and then gradually all the way across the Pacific to Asia.

In 1937, the Sikorsky S~42 was used to lnaugurate commercial air
transportation between the United States and Europe.

That same year, the Sikorsky group produced for the U,S. Navy the
Flying Dreesdnaught, the XPBS-l, one of the largest and fastest patrol
bombers in the warld at that time.

At various times Sikorsky sirplanes established a large number of
world records. The S=42 in particular was at one time the holder of ten
world records for seaplanes,

During 1939, Mr. Sikorsky produced the VS-=300 helicopter. This
machine, of entlirely novel deslgn, piloted by its designer, proved capable
of rising vertlieally with no forward run, of hovering in one spot, of
flylng forward, as well as backward, and sideways. Thlis elrcraft may be
consldered the first truly suecessful direct 1ift machine produced in the
United States, as well as the first single-maln-rotor helicopter success=
fully produced in the world, It i1s interesting to note that thils success
marked the completion of Mr., Sikorsky's initlal aircraft design projects
first started 31 years earlier.

From the VS<300, Mr, Sikorsky supervised the development Of three
wartime models and three postwar designs, the largest a five-place heli-
copter for the Navy. By the olose of 1948, Sikorsky-desligned-hellicopters
Nad amassed a total of some 75,000 flight hours.

At Los Angeles on October 1, 1947, a fleet of four-place commercigal
Sikorsky helicopters, model S=51, lnaugurated the world's first helicopter
alrmail piokup and delivery system., This service, bringing air mail direct

to some forty municlipalities, was an immediate success. The saving of at
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least half a day in the dellvery of incoming air mail resulted in &

substantial lncrease in the guantity of outgoing alr mall.

The ruggednesa

and dependabliitvy of the S~51 enabled flight schedules to be maintained
B J g

successfully.

In the spring of 1949, the two=place Sikorsky S=52=1 hellicopter

brought bac.

I
with an mark of 129,616

seme hellcopter set apn international record for the 100 Rilometer Closed
Clrcuit with a speed of 122.75 miles per hour, This guve to the United
States and Sikorsky all sever

all seven major international helicopter iecords.
Mr, Sikorsky holds honorary degrees from Yale Unlversity, Wesleyan

University, Lehigh University, Florida Southern College, Rhode Island

State College, University of Pennsylvania, Northeastern University, as

well as Fellowships in the Institute Of Aeronautical Sclences, Rochester

Museum of Arts and Sclences, Aero Club of Pennsylvenia, and American

Helicopter Society. He has been the recipient of many honorary medals

and awards.

19 May 1949,




